Easter 2019
The Three Big Ideas of Easter
I. New Life Through The Resurrection
A. Forgiveness leads to a newness of life
§ The cross
§ From death to life
B. Life in the fresh air
§ Easter theme
§ II Corinthians 5:16-21
“From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of
view; even though we once knew Christ from a human point of
view, we know him no longer in that way. So, if anyone is in Christ,
there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new! All this is from God, who reconciled us to
himself through Christ, and has given us the ministry of
reconciliation; that is, in Christ God was reconciling the world to
himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and entrusting the
message of reconciliation to us. So we are ambassadors for Christ,
since God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of
Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who
knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of
God.”
§ Romans 6:1-11
“What then are we to say? Should we continue in sin in order that
grace may abound? By no means! How can we who died to sin go on
living in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore, we have been
buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk
in newness of life. For if we have been united with him in a death like
his, we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. We
know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin
might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. 7 For
whoever has died is freed from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we
believe that we will also live with him. We know that Christ, being
raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has
dominion over him. The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but
the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also must consider yourselves
dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus.”

§ Colossians 3:1
“So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above,
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God.”
C. A Living Hope
§ That looks forward to what is coming
§ I Peter 1:3-9
“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great
mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an inheritance that
is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, who
are being protected by the power of God through faith for a salvation
ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you rejoice, even if now
for a little while you have had to suffer various trials, so that the
genuineness of your faith—being more precious than gold that, though
perishable, is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory
and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. Although you have not seen
him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you
believe in him and rejoice with an indescribable and glorious joy, for
you are receiving the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your
souls.”
D. Horizon – More Than I Can See
§ Boundary
§ Life is beyond where Jesus is
§ “Come to me…”
§ “Come and see what real life is”
§ Romans 8:11-17
“If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he
who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also
through his Spirit that dwells in you. So then, brothers and sisters, we
are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh— for if you
live according to the flesh, you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to
death the deeds of the body, you will live. For all who are led by the
Spirit of God are children of God. For you did not receive a spirit of
slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of adoption.
When we cry, “Abba! Father!” it is that very Spirit bearing witness with
our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs
of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that
we may also be glorified with him.”

§ Ephesians 1:15-23
“I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love toward all
the saints, and for this reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I
remember you in my prayers. I pray that the God of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and
revelation as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your
heart enlightened, you may know what is the hope to which he has
called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among the
saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who
believe, according to the working of his great power. God put this
power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and seated
him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and
authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is
named, not only in this age but also in the age to come. And he has
put all things under his feet and has made him the head over all things
for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.”
II. Thoughts
A. For believers in Christ, everything hangs on the resurrection
§ I Corinthians 15:12-13
“Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of
you say there is no resurrection of the dead? If there is no resurrection
of the dead, then Christ has not been raised;”
§
§
§

We have no message, no good news
Nothing has changed
Try to be a good person

B. All our hope, all our motivation, all our devotion, all our joy,
all our peace, all our contentment, all our service, and all our
love flows from the empty tomb
C. The Lord Is Risen – The Lord Is Risen Indeed!

